
 

 

Silver spoons with Moscow's views 

                            By Lazar Freidgeim 

{Ed. Note-reprinted with permission of author} 

 
Man is not glorified in gold, not in silver. 

Man is glorified by his talent and skill. 

Abdurrahman Jami (1414-1492)  

 

Moscow is the capital of Russia. It is a big city. For clarity, I note that in terms of size and 

population, it is about the same as Los Angeles. This is the city I live in now. 

Moscow is an old city. Almost 9 centuries have passed since the first mention in the history 

books. From the first five centuries not a single stone, much less a log remained. The oldest 



 2 

buildings date back to the last years of the 14th or  early 15th centuries. However, we will not 

talk about history and politics. We will admire the reflection of famous Moscow buildings on 

silver items. Mainly,  spoons of the 19th and early 20th centuries. 

In today's excursion, it is not the metal from which the silverware is made that is important for 

me. The surface of silver objects becomes the basis for master's works made in various 

techniques, like a board - for an icon, a copper plate - for an engraver, or for "little Dutchmen", 

canvas - for painters. 

God works in mysterious ways. There is a passionate man in the USA. His name is Wayne 

Bednersh. He created the Souvenir and Commemorative Spoon Planet Museum. This is the 

largest collection of sterling silver spoons on the internet. I had a chance to be acquainted with 

Wayne online and offer materials on Russian silver spoons. In continuation of this topic, I 

propose to be acquainted with Russian silver with Moscow's views. 

In the 1880s,  the production of artistic silver in Russia, blackened engravings with views of 

Moscow, which decorated various items of table sets made in the "Russian" style, had become 

widespread. The ornamentations of silver items decorated with engravings originates from the 

niello ornament of ancient Russian gold and silver ladles and cups, created at the end of the 16th 

to the beginning of the 17th centuries.. 

The look of old Moscow is reflected on the various silver items. There  are sets, samovars, 

individual items, cup holders, and spoons... Khlebnikov's firm was famous for its sterling niello 

art. Some of the products of this company, decorated with niello, were exhibited at the 1882 

Russian art and industrial exhibition. Semyonov's factory specialized for many years only in 

niello technology.  Products of the firms of Semyonov, Ovchinnikov, and Khlebnikov have 

repeatedly received awards at international and all-Russian exhibitions. 

 

This service was made in the 1890s at the Moscow factory of Vasily Semyonov. Items are 

decorated with niello images of architectural monuments of the Moscow Kremlin. Probably, the 

source for the images was lithographs of historical monuments and views of Moscow, published 

in the 50s of the 19th century. 
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There is an interesting story about the large 12-piece tea services, parts of which were made by 

different factories. These are the firms of Semyonovs, Kuzmichev and Postnikov. 

 

 

The service items depict views of the Kremlin, the Sukharev Tower and the Red Gate, the 

Petrovsky Palace and the Triumphal Gate, the Cathedrals of Christ the Savior and St. Basil the 

Blessed, which are well known to every citizen of Russia. 

In a review of the exhibits of the World Exhibition of 1873: "They say there is a buyer for every 

product. Those who want to buy an expensive, elegant silver item can turn to Mr. Semyonov, 

Mr. Ovchinnikov and Khlebnikov who will find a place for people gifted with delicate taste and 

demanding artistry from silver things." 
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Such sets were not museum pieces. They were used at the feasts of wealthy families. Moreover, 

individual table setting items found everyday use, in particular, spoons decorated with niello. 

Let's dwell on spoons. For some reason, engraving, oval spoons with twisted handles for jam 

were the most favorite form. It  was related to the popularity of tea drinking among the most 

extravagant strata of Muscovites. 

Some folk signs and symbols are associated with the silver spoon. They say: born with a silver 

spoon in your mouth as a symbol of good fortune, good luck. It means having a high social 

position and being rich and successful from birth. Our luck today is a silver spoon on the tea 

table. 

The hand reaches for the vase of jam, the spoon is waiting for the touch. The bowl fills up, and 

then, slowly, as if licking, you feel the charm of traditional homemade jam from grandmothers 

and great-grandmothers... 

The illustration shows a jam vase with 12 spoons, made in the workshops of the most famous 

Russian jeweler Carl Faberge in 1891. 

 
 

It just so happened in the Russian tradition that the largest number of spoons with Moscow's 

views has a round or oval shape and are functionally assigned to be spoons for jam on the tea 

table. Large crystal vases on a high leg, and small individual ones with rosettes for jam at a tea 

party. 

One of the most famous firms in Russia was Vasily Semyonov's factory (hallmark of ВС). At the 

end of the 19th century, his daughter Maria (hallmark of МС) continued the father's affairs in the 

best traditions. In 1873, V. Semyonov had 40 workers; in 1905, M. Semyonov had 100 workers. 

It was a large enterprise specializing in niello products. 
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The company's products were of high quality. At the All-Russian Exhibition of Artistic and 

Industrial Products in 1882, the products of the factory were awarded a gold medal in the 

category "For grace". The factory was famous for the production of silver items decorated with 

fine niello engraving. The engraving quality of each miniature is striking. Two spoons are shown 

- a view of the Kremlin (ВС-1878) and the Intercession Cathedral on Red Square (МС- 1893). 

 

   
 

Another spoon with a view of the Kremlin was made by the same company in 1891 (МС - Maria 

Semyonov).  
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It can be noted that each of the graphic images shows the architectural monuments of Moscow 

with almost documentary accuracy. These are old buildings with many centuries of history, 

familiar not only to Muscovites, but also to almost any resident of Russia. Therefore, I do not 

name in every case what is shown on the  engraving. An English-speaking reader can check the 

information on the monuments on the Internet using the images given. 

A variety of spoons with views of Moscow monuments were produced by Stepan Levin's firm 

(hallmark of СКЛ), founded in Moscow in 1875. In 1897, he had as little 10 workers and 9 

students. 

Spoon Kremlin, 1896  
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Spoon with the image of the Intercession Cathedral (St. Basil's Cathedral), 1896  
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A set of teaspoons with views of Moscow from Levin (hallmark of the СКЛ master):  
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A popular view on silver spoons was the Sukharev Tower, which existed from the time of Peter 

the Great until the 1930s.  
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Niello tea and coffee spoons were popular. Many large and small Russian firms made them. The 

illustration shows a set of 12 teaspoons with Moscow's views, made by a highly professional 

unknown artisan with the hallmark "G.A.G."  

 

A large number of spoons with views of the capital's monuments were made by the factory of 

Vasily Ashmarin (hallmark "АШМАРИНЪ"). The factory operated from 1883 to 1908. In 1901 

there were 25 workers at the factory. In 1900, Ashmarin exhibited his products at an exhibition 

in Paris and was awarded a bronze medal. 
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Depending on the purpose, the spoons had different shapes. Here is an example of a scoop for 

sugar or tea with the traditional Moscow Kremlin view on the back.  
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Above, we noted only products with niello engraved urban architectural monuments. Products 

with multi-colored enamel are of particular beauty. It takes a lot of skill to convey an image 

using the richness of enamel colors. There were incomparable masters such as Fyodor Ruckert, 

whose enamel cigarette case with a view of the Kremlin is shown  as a headpiece. As example of 

enamel spoons from Fyodor Rückert's workshop:  

 
 

 

I will give a single example of an enamel spoon   by the master  Heinrich Blutenklepper, the 

owner of a silverware workshop (1893-1897).  
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Here, is an example of the oval bowl of a spoon, one may get the impression that this is an 

enamel painting of an Easter egg. But that is not the case. Before us is a teaspoon with 

multicolored enamel.  

 

Tea drinking in Russia is, of course, a favorite time of day, but there is another type of drink that 

is popular in Russia,  it has long been used to say: "по маленькой" - drink a little, "на посошок" 
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– for the road. A gift spoon with a special souvenir case is dedicated to this type of intoxicating 

libation. 

The spoon bears the stamp of an unknown silversmith "JAL" who worked in the period 1868-

1884. The spoon was made in 1870. A genre scene is engraved on the back of the spoon: two 

peasants are sitting and drinking vodka. 

 

 

 
 

In silver spoons, both high skill, and historical memory, and cute playful humor coexist 

peacefully.  

C'est la vie...  


